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Application/Control Number: 10/715,041 
Art Unit: 2109 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the original fiHng of November 17, 2003. 
pending and are considered below. 

2. Examiner's Note. The Applicant appears to be attempting to invoke 35 U.S.C. 1 12 6* 
paragraph in Claims 13, 15-16, and 19-21 by using "means-plus-function" language. How^ever, 
the Examiner notes that the only "means" for performing these cited functions in the 
specification appears to be computer program modules. While the claims pass the first test of the 

. three-prong test used to determine invocation of paragraph 6, since no other specific structural 
limitations are disclosed in the specification, the claims do not meet the other tests of the three- 
prong test. Therefore, 35 U.S.C. 1 12.6^ paragraph. has not been invoked when considering these 
claims below. 

Claim Rejections -35 use §112 

3. The following is a quotation ofthe second paragraph of 35 U.S.C, 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. . Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. In line 2, it is unclear to which user "a user" is referring. The examiner will consider 
"a user" to be the user using the receiving system. 
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Claims 1-21 are 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-2, 6-12 13-14, and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 6.028,593 (Rosenburg et aL) . 

Claims 1 and 13 : Rosenburg et ah disclose a method of communicating physical human 
interactions over a communications network comprising: 

detecting physical movement of a user (col 7 lines 13-28); 

generating data specifying the physical movement (col 1 1 lines 52-67, col 12 lines 

1-36, col 14 lines 46-63); 

determining at least one action indicated by the data (col 15 lines 18-45); 
transmitting the action oyer a communications network to a receiving system (col 
47 lines 20-67, col 48 lines 1-18); and 

simulating the action in the receiving system (col 47 lines 33-39). 
Claims 2 and 14 : Rosenburg et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , wherein the receiving 
system simulates the action by performing the action on a second user located at the 
receiving system (col 48 lines 2-19). 

Claims 6 and 18 : Rosenburg et al, disclose the method of claim 1 , wherein the data is 
generated from at least one sensor configured to detect physical movement of the user 
(col 14 lines 46-63). 
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Claims 7 and 19 : Rosenburg et al, disclose the method of claim 1, said simulating step 
further comprising the step of activating at least one actuator to simulate the action on a 
user (col 15 lines 66-67, col 16 lines 1-11). 

Claims 8 and 20 : Rosenburg et aL disclose the method of claim 1, said simulating step 
further comprising the step of translating the action into instructions for activating at least 
one actuator; and activating the at least one actuator in accordance with the instructions 
(col 15 lines 66-67, col 16 lines 1-40). 

Claims 9 and 21 : Rosenburg et al. disclose the method of claim 1, further comprising: 
detecting physical movement of a second user (col 7 lines 13-28) in the receiving 
system (col 9 lines 66r67, col 10 lines 1-2 "multiple players., networked host 
computers"); 

generating data specifying the physical movement (col 1 1 lines 52-67, col 12 lines 
1-36, col 14 lines 46-63) in the receiving system (col 9 lines 66-67, col 10 lines 1- 
2 "multiple players., networked host computers"); 
determining at least one action indicated by the data (col 15 lines 16-45); 
transniitting the action oyer a communications network to a sending system (col 
47 lines 20-67, col 48 lines 1-18); and 

simulating the action in the sending system (col 47 lines 33-39). 
Claim 10 : Rosenburg et aL disclose a system for communicating physical human 
interactions over a communications network comprising: 

at least one sending sensor configured to detect physical movement of a first user 

(col 14 lines 46-63); 
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a sending message transmission module configured to receive data from said at 
least one sending sensor and determine an intended action (col 15 lines 65-67, col 
16 lines 1-40), said sending message transmission module fiirther configured to 
transmit the action to another system over a communications network (col 47 
lines 20-67, col 48 lines 1-18); 

a receiving message transmission module configured to receive the action over 
the communications network (col 47 lines 20-67, col 48 lines 1-18), said receiving 
message transmission module further configured to translate the action into 
instructions for activating at least one actuator (col 15 lines 66-67, col 16 lines 1- 
40); and . 

at least one receiving actuator configured to simulate the action on a second user 
(col 15 lines 66-67, cpl 16 lines 1-40, col 47 lines 33-39). 
Claim 1 1 : Rosenburg et al. disclose the system of claim 10, further comprising at least 
one sending actuator coupled with said sending message transmission module, said at 
least one sending actuator configured to simulate, on the first user, actions originating in 
said receiving message transmission module (col 9 lines 66-67, col 10 lines 1-2 "multiple 
players., networked host computers", and col 47 lines 20-67, col 48 lines 1-18 networked 
system). 

Claim 12 : Rosenburg et aL disclose the system of claim. 10 above, further comprising at 
least one receiving sensor configured to detect physical movement of the second user, 
wherein said at least one receiving sensor is communicatively linked with the receiving 
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message transmission module (col 9 lines 66-67, col 10 lines 1-2 "multiple players., 
networked host computers", and col 47 lines 20-67, col 48 lines 1-18 networked system). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation.of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 3-5, and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as.being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent 6^028.593 (Rosenburg et aU . 

Claims 3 and 15 : Rosenburg et ai, disclose the method as in claini 1 above, but do not 
specifically disclose converting the data to markup language formatted data. However, 
Rosenburg et al. do disclose operating the method on host computers running the . 
operating systems of "MS-DOS" or "Windows" (col 7 lines 45-47), as well as the host 
computers being a "internet computer" (col 7 line 53), and allowing remote players to 
interact over a computisr network (col 47 line 24) such as the Internet/ World Wide Web 
(col 47 line 66). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of present invention to implement the computer methods as modules and to 
convert them to a mark up language for Internet use. One would have been motivated to 
do this in order to use a standardized computer programming language, thereby avoiding 
the cost and time involved with developing one's own programming language, as well as 
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to provide a programming language specifically developed for use with intemet based 
applications. 

Claims 4 and 16 : Rosenburg et aL disclose the method as in claims 3 and 15 above, and 
further disclose identifying the action firom the markup language formatted data in the 
receiving system (col 1 5 lines 1 8-45, col 47 lines 46-58). 

Claims 5 and 17 : Rosenburg et al. disclose the method as in claims 4 and 16 above, and 
wherein the markup language formatted data specifies at least one actuator movement to 
be implemented by the receiving system and an amount of force to be applied in the at 
least one actuator movement (col 15 hnes 65-67, col 16 lines 1-40, col 47 lines 29-45). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry conceming this conimunication or earlier communications firom the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Tank whose telephone number is 571-270-1692. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri (Alt. Fri Off) 0730-1 500 EST. 

. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Janies Myhre can be reached on 571-270-1065. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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February 6, 2007 



Mmes W. Myhre 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 



